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   Early years of Christianity within the local district. 

   In August 1820 the Reverand Samuel Marsden became the Waimauku area's first encounter with 

Christianity when he travelled from Pitoitoi or Riverhead  to visit pa along the West coast south of 

the Kaipara Harbour. This journey would have taken Marsden along the ancient Maori portgage 

track between the Waitemata and Kaipara Harbours which would have followed approximately the 

route of Old North Rd in modern times. 

 

   In 1865, the Reverand Frank Gould was appointed by Bishop Selwyn as the overseer of the vast 

Kaipara area. Gould was the vicar of Otahuhu at that time. One year later and through the course of 

an 'Inquiry into the religious state of the Upper Harbour', he found that six families of forty people 

contained only two families of Anglicans and Gould conducted a service for them in October 1866. 

 The early work of the missionaries was also bearing fruit as the Church Gazette of August 1873 

records, 'Muriwai, Kaipara: A small church of 25feet by 15feet built by Maori at this place, was 

opened by Archdeacon Maunsell on July 17th 1873. Maori from all directions attended the service 

and filled the building to overflowing.'1 

 

   1876 saw the whole of west Auckland under the umbrella of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in 

Khyber Pass in Auckland2. In October of that year, the Reverand Willis held a service at the new 

Kumeu school with 57 numbering in their attendance with some coming from a long distance. St 

Matthews was built in Helensville in 1879 with services being conducted monthly while being 

administered from the Holy Sepulchre ( Anglican parish church which served a growing colonial 

West Auckland.3 

 

   Services at the time were made by Home Missioners who travelled primarily by horseback and 

whom were compelled to spend many days away from their homes in order to serve the needs of 

their flock many of whom inhabited the poorer and thinly populated districts of the parish. However 

when the Auckland to Helensville railway line was completed in 1881 the work of the Missioners 
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was helped considerably with the advent of the train service. When in 1910, Helensville became a 

Parochial4 District, the parish listed eleven places of worship which included the home of the 

Wilkins family at the modern Waikoukou Valley5. Leading up to World War One, the prominence of 

the Anglican Church was growing within the local district. 

   

   The beginnings of St Martins 

   By 1919, the number of people who were meeting as Anglicans in the Waimauku area had far 

outstripped the Wilkins home ability to accommodate them and were beginning to meet at the 

Waimauku Hall. At the same time, the Hon. Edwin Mitchelson was farming a large block between 

Bethells Beach and Muriwai and was also a friend of two members of the Waimauku Church. They 

were Mr C.T.Major and Mr Vincent Kerr- Taylor whose descendants still reside in the local area. At 

the encouragement of Kerr-Taylor and Major, Mitchelson in 1919 offered part of his holding 

paddock in Waimauku with a frontage to the Helensville Road. A building committee was formed in 

June 1920 consisting primarily of English born men who were held in high respect in the local 

community. Additionally all of these men were well educated and possessed a reverence for the 

music and traditions of The Church of England.6 

 

   It was decided that the new church should be a war memorial to the local men who had fought and 

died in The Great War. The plans for the Church after being drawn was found to exceed the budget 

available by 200 pounds after the estimate to build came out at 600 pounds. The 200 pound shortfall 

was met by a mortgage being taken over the property by The Auckland Savings Bank and was 

secured by a mortgage set at 7% interest. The Anglican Diocese had argued for an interest rate of 

8% and added terms that were unacceptable to the Building Committee so it was decided to go with 

the ASB.7 

 

   In March of 1921, the task of naming the new church was undertaken. After receiving a letter 

from the Reverend W.E. Lush enquiring of the name that the Church was going to bear, Lush made 

the suggestion of St Martins as a suitable name, stating that “He is a soldier saint of excellent 

history and the oldest church in England , St Martin, Canterbury is so called”8. The Building 

Committee then proceeded to elect  four trustees with Mr J.J.Woods entrusted with the building's 
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construction. The foundation stone was then laid on the 17th August 1921 by the Bishop of 

Auckland Alfred Walter Averill on a weekday, with the inscription: 

                                                

                                               To The Glory of God 

                                                          and in 

                                   Memory of the Men from this district 

                                   who gave their lives in The Great War 

                                                   1914     -    1918 

                                   The Foundation Stone of this Church 

                                                       Was laid by 

                                     Alfred Walter: Bishop of Auckland 

                                                     17th August 1921.9 

 

 

      Armistice Day (November 11th) was chosen as the dedication date that was chosen for the newly 

completed church. This date was fitting on two counts: It was the date of the end of the Great War 

in 1918. Secondly, it was St Martins Day. Martinstag (St Martins Day) is named after St. Martin of 

Tours, a Roman soldier who became a monk after being baptised as an adult. He was eventually 

made a saint by the Catholic Church for being a kind man who cut his cloak in half to share with a 

beggar during a snowstorm10. After the dedication was completed, the Venerable  G McMurray, the 

Archdeacon of Auckland, gave an impressive account in the evening service and prayers, of the 

supreme sacrifice in the Great War of the local men and in whose memory the church had been 

erected.11 The dedication day was reported in the Kaipara and Waitemata Echo where we read “The 

people of Waimauku are to be congratulated on the completion of their new church, which was 

dedicated by the Ven. Archdeacon Mac Murray on Friday last, St. Martin's Day and also Armistice 

Day. The building was more than filled, and the choir of St. Sepulchre's Church, Auckland, greatly 

helped the worshippers by their singing.” At the end of the same article-”The church should be a 

great help to the churchmen of  Waimauku and they have reason to be proud of the House of God 

set up in their midst.12 The 12th February 1924 saw the then Governor General, Admiral Lord 
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Jellicoe of The Battle of Jutland fame attend  St Martins for the morning service with his excellency 

reading the lessons. Ironically the Governor General had welcomed the Vice Admiral Saito of The 

Imperial Japanese Naval Squadron to a dinner fixture at Government House the day following. 

Little did anyone know that seventeen years later New Zealand and the Japanese Empire would be 

at war and more local names would be added to the list of the fallen.13 

 

   September 29th 1931 saw the final payment made to the Auckland Savings Bank by the Church 

Ladies Committee to make the church free of debt. It is noted that when the Board of Trustee for St 

Martins met for the first time on August 20th 1921, a motion was entered regarding the attitude of 

the Anglican Diocese toward the Building Committee concerning their reluctance to loan the 

necessary 200 pounds to complete the building and hence the need to approach the ASB to secure 

the mortgage.. It was stated “That we place on record the fact that the Standing Committee of the 

Diocese was of no assistance to the Trustees in the matter of the Waimauku Church. We consider 

that it should be our policy to keep the Waimauku property free from any interference or control on 

their part and take this opportunity in the opening minutes of the Board, of recording our opinions 

in the matter”.14   The Standing Committee in its minutes, gave no indication as to why this strong 

language was employed by the Board of Trustees. However, it may have been because of the 

inflexibility of the Diocese when St Martins wanted to be a community church thereby allowing 

other denominations the use of its church building and facilities as well as its strong conditions and 

higher interest rate to be imposed on the St Martins Building Committee for its then potential 

mortgage which was met by the ASB. 

 

   Joint use with the Presbyterian Church 

   The Waimauku Presbyterian congregation has used the St Martins Church for its services since 

1937 and by the mid 1980s  there was a large Presbyterian congregation meeting there for weekly 

services  and there became a need for additional facilities. A joint agreement was drawn up between 

the Anglican and Presbyterian Chuches in the form of a Joint User Agreement and was finalised in 

1986. A number of projects were discussed, some undertaken with others being discarded. Since 

then, this mutually agreeable arrangement  continued with The Presbyterians maintaining the 

grounds and hall and the Anglican-Methodists cleaning the Church and arranging the flowers, 

however with the decision by the Co-operating Parish that the southern end of its area would be 
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managed from its worship centre at Huapai, the long association between the two congegations has 

suffered as a result.15 

 

   Since 1990. 

   The remaining congegation had dwindled to a handfall of attendees when on November 20th 1990, 

St Chads was burnt down by an arsonist. Offers of help and relocation were forthcoming, but the 

decision was made to combine with St Martins in the Waimauku Church which continued on until 

the new Anglican Church was built and re-established in Oraha Rd, Huapai. The 

Church of St Martins still exists as a Presbyterian Church with an 11am service on a Sunday but has 

paid the price of the Southern Co-operating Parish having only one centre of worship and 

congregation at Huapai. 

 

 

St Martin of Tours 

   St Martin was born approximately in the year 316AD, in what is now modern day Hungary. His 

family had to leave the region for Italy as his father was a military official in the Roman Empire and 

had been posted there. Three years prior to Martin's birth in 313AD, the Catholic faith had become 

legal throughout The Empire but Martin's parents were Pagans and despite this, Martin had an 

attraction to the Catholic faith, receiving religious instruction at the age of 10yrs and had considered 

becoming a hermit. 

 

   He was forced to join the Roman Army at the age of 15yrs but had not received baptism at that 

stage. Martin worked hard at living a humble and upright life even in the army and gave away much 

of his pay to the poor. Because of this generosity, Martin had a life changing experience which 

broadly took the form of a man freezing with the cold and Martin stopped to cut his own military 

tunic in half with his sword and gave it to the man while his fellow soldiers passed the man by, 

without stopping to help as Martin had done. That night and in a dream, Martin dreamt of Jesus 

coming to him declaring, “Martin, a catchumen16 (a convert to Christianity receiving training in 

doctrine and discipline before baptism), has clothed me with this garment.”17 

 

   After this, Martin knew that the time was right to join the church and duly did his severence with 
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the army remaining there for a further two years after his baptism, desiring to give his life more 

fully to God. After living as a Catholic for some time , Martin travelled to meet Hilary the Bishop of 

Poitiers. Hilary was impressed by Martins commitment to the faith and asked him to return to his 

home diocese while visiting his family. Hilary had fallen foul of a group called the Arians who 

denied the deity of Christ and this resulted in the banishment of Hilary and by extension Martin 

who could not return to his home Diocese as intended. Instead Martin lived a life of extreme 

asceticism ( The principles and practices of an ascetic: extreme self-denial and austerity), which 

almost resulted in his death. After the two met again in 360AD, Hilary granted Martin a piece of 

land in Gaul or modern day France where he built what may have been the first monastary in Gaul. 

After, he was appointed the third Bishop of Tours after raising two people from the dead, which was 

evidence of his holiness, he continued to live a life of austerity, dressing plainly and owning no 

personal possessions. 

 

   In his old age , Martin continued to live a life of austerity focussing on the care of souls in his 

charge. His biographer, Severus, noted him as helping all people with moral, spiritual and 

intellectual problems. He also helped many in the laity find their calling into the consecrated life of 

poverty, chastity and obedience. 

 

   St Martin of Tours died in 397AD and has been revered as one of the most beloved saints in the 

history of Europe. 
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